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In 2008, Piedmont Fiberglass, one of the nation’s top fiberglass component
manufacturers, announced a 170,000 square feet production facility to be located
in the county, creating 75 new jobs for the county. The company joins Mitchell
Gold + Bob Williams, Craftmaster Furniture, Taylor King, Shurtape, Huntington
House Furniture, American Roller Bearing, Industrial Timber, Hancock &
Moore, and Kincaid Furniture with production facilities also located in Alexander
County.County.

In the past several years, Paragon Films, the sixth largest stretch film manufacturer
in North America, announced the construction of a new production facility in
Alexander County, along with 30 new jobs. The company is located in the Alexander
Industrial Park and, in 2008, purchased an additional 15 acres intended for
future expansion.

Schneider Mills, one of the strongest textile mills in the country, was founded in
Alexander County more than 60 years ago. The company now has some 323Alexander County more than 60 years ago. The company now has some 323
employees and has recently completed a four-year $8 million equipment upgrade.
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Cancer is the second leading cause of death in North Carolina 
and in the United States. In 2007, 17,425 persons in North 
Carolina died from cancer, 78 in Alexander County. It is 
estimated that nearly four in 10 North Carolinians will develop 
cancer during their lives.

Cancer is a group of more than 100 different diseases, but all 
are characterized by uncontrolled growth and spread of are characterized by uncontrolled growth and spread of 
abnormal cells. Cancer risk increases with age, and varies by 
gender and race. As the average age of the population 
increases, the incidence of cancer will increase as well. Currently in North Carolina, cancer is the leading cause of death for people 
under the age of 85. Cancer is expected to surpass heart disease and become the leading cause of death in North Carolina and the 
nation by the year 2015. The majority of cancer deaths occur at five sites: lung, colon, female breast, prostate, and pancreas 
(Figure 1).

It is generally accepted that over 60 percent of all cancers are 
related to personal lifestyle or environmental factors, such as 
smoking and diet, and are therefore preventable. Other factors 
such as age, gender, and family history of a specific cancer are 
also associated with the development of cancer and aid in the 
identification of people at high risk.For several cancers, effective 
treatment is available. For these cancers, early detection saves treatment is available. For these cancers, early detection saves 
lives. For example, almost 98 percent of women who are 
diagnosed with breast cancer inthe earliest stage survive the 
disease, whereas only 26 percent survive if the disease is 
diagnosed in the most advanced stage. The opportunity for 
disease control and for reducing the number of cancer deaths 
rests with prevention and early detection so that treatment of the 
disease can be effective.disease can be effective.

In 2006, 172 cancer cases were reported for Alexander County 
residents. These numbers are expected to increase as the 
population ages.

Community Issues
Community Assessment of health and human services is an ongoing process that engages multiple agencies, providers, and 
individuals in identifying community assets and strengths as well as unmet needs. A formal assessment process is undertaken 
every four years.

Community Issues as identified by the most 
recent community assessment:
· Influenza· Influenza
· Asthma
· Cardiovascular Disease

 
· Sexually Transmitted Diseases
· Mental Health

Death rates per 100,000        Alexander County        North Carolina
Diseases of the Heart                       213.0                        210.7
Anus, Rectum, Colon Cancer            20.5                          17.8
Trachea, Bronchus, Lung Cancer     76.6                           59.6
Chronic Lower Respiratory 
Diseases                                            48.9                          47.5
Unintentional Motor Vehicle Unintentional Motor Vehicle 
Injuries                                               22.3                          19.1
All other Unintentional Injuries           36.1                          27.8
Suicide                                               19.0                          11.7
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